LI.   SIMHA'S QUESTION CONCERNING ANNIHILATION.

At that time many distinguished citizens were sit-
ting together assembled in the town-hall and spoke in
man}" waj's in praise of the Buddha, of the Dharma,
and of the Sangha. Simha, the general-in-chief, a
disciple of the Nirgrantha sect, was sitting among
them. And Simha thought : "Truly, the Blessed One
must be Buddha, the Holy One. I will go and visit
him."                                                                           l

Then Simha, the general, went to the place where
the Nirgrantha chief, Jnyataputra, was; and having"
approached him, he said: "I wish, Lord, to visit the
shramana Gautama."                                                  -

Jnyataputra said : "Why should you, Simha, who
believe in the result of actions according to their moral
merit, go to visit the shramana Gautama, who denies
the result of actions? The shramana Gautama, O
Simha, denies the result of actions; he teaches the
doctrine of non-action ; and in this doctrine he trains
his disciples."                                                             :;

Then the desire to go and visit the Blessed One,
which had arisen in Simha, the general, abated.         4

Hearing again the praise of the Buddha, of the
Dharma, and of the Sangha, Simha asked the Nirgran-
tha chief a second time; and again Jnyataputra per-
suaded him not to go.                                                 f'

When a third time the general heard some men, of
distinction extol the merits of the Buddha, the Dharma,
and the Sangha, the general thought: "Truly the shra-
mana Gautama must be the Holy Buddha. What
are the Nirgranthas to me, whether they give their con-